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The Ultimate Shed Buying Guide 

Thank you for your interest in SquareShed and welcome to our Ultimate Shed Buying 

Guide. This is your go-to resource for making an informed decision on your next shed 

purchase, written by us (the professionals). 

Whether you're looking for extra storage space, a new workshop, or a garden haven, 

this guide is designed to walk you through the essential factors to consider when buying 

a shed. 

In the sections ahead, we'll cover everything from assessing your needs and exploring 

different shed types to understanding materials, budget, and finding the right spot for 

your shed. By the end, you'll be equipped with the knowledge to choose the perfect 

shed that aligns with your requirements and enhances your space. 

Ready to get started on your shed-buying journey? Let's go! 

 

Here’s what this shed buying guide will cover… 
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Section 1: Assessing Your Needs 
Understanding Your Purpose for a Shed 

Before diving into shed types and materials, it's important to know the purpose of your 

shed. Are you strictly looking for additional storage space? Or do you want a dedicated 

workshop or a charming garden retreat? By identifying your specific needs, you can 

tailor your shed choice to best serve its intended purpose. 

Estimating Size Requirements 

Once you've determined the purpose, consider the size. Take inventory of items you 

plan to store or activities you'll conduct in the shed. This will help you estimate the 

required square footage. Remember, it's better to choose a slightly larger size than to 

outgrow your shed too quickly.  

One great tool for estimating your shed size is to use this Shed Size Calculator on the LP 

Building Solutions website. LP is our supplier for our LP SmartSide siding panels, so are 

very familiar with all things sheds!  

 

 

Considering Future Needs 

Don’t forget to think about your future needs when selecting a shed. If you're an avid 

gardener, you might acquire more tools over time. If it's a storage shed, think about 

potential items to store as you acquire more things. Choosing a shed with room for 

growth ensures it remains a valuable asset as your needs evolve. In all the sheds we’ve 

built, we’ve yet to have a customer who complained that their shed was too big! 

 

Section 2: Shed Types 
Overview of Different Shed Types 

Sheds come in various types, each tailored to different needs. Here's a brief overview: 

1. Garden Sheds: 

• Perfect for storing gardening tools and supplies. 

https://lpcorp.com/products/outdoor-living/buying-vs-building/size-selector
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• Often designed with features like a workbench to be used for potting, and 

with multiple windows for natural light. 

2. Storage Sheds: 

• General-purpose sheds for storing items like bikes, lawnmowers, and 

seasonal decorations. 

• Can be customized with shelves, lofts, and hooks for organization. 

3. Workshop Sheds: 

• Ideal for DIY enthusiasts or hobbyists. 

• Often equipped with a dedicated workbench that provides a space for 

crafting, woodworking, or other hands-on activities. 

4. Utility Sheds: 

• Versatile sheds that can serve various purposes, offering a mix of storage 

and workspace – for crafting, gardening, or a variety of activities. 

 

 

Shed Roof Types 

There are several types of roof pitches, but the most common two are a gable (peaked) 

roof and a lean-to (studio) roof.  

1. Gable Roof: 

• The most common roof type where each side of the roof slopes and meets 

at the top, available in a variety of pitch angles. 

• Allows for more height in the center of the shed, and is better suited to 

span across wider sheds (wider than 8’). 

2. Lean-To Roof: 

• This is a single-slope roof, also available in different pitch angles. 

• Allows for the back (or front) wall to have added height, and is great for 

sheds that are placed up against a house or garage. 
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Section 3: Materials 
Common Shed Floor/Base Materials 

The first thing to consider is the foundation of your shed, also known as the shed base. 

Many people are surprised to hear that cement slabs are not always the best option for 

a shed base. 

1. Wood: 

• Raises the shed up off of the ground, allowing for better air circulation. 

• Can be easily installed and leveled on a variety of terrains, and is less prone 

to flooding or water damage to any stored items. 

2. Cement Slab: 

• Very sturdy and maintenance free. 

• Settling and cracking may occur over time, and is not generally very cost 

effective when compared to other options. 

 

Common Shed Siding Materials 

Next up is the shed siding material. Looks are important, as in some neighborhoods 

there are requirements that the shed must match the look of the home. All three 

options below will also make for great long term shed exteriors. 

1. Engineered Wood: 

• Classic and aesthetically pleasing, can be painted or primed to any color. 

• Requires some scheduled maintenance but offers a natural and 

customizable look. 

2. Metal: 

• Durable and resistant to pests. 

• Low maintenance but may be prone to rust over time. 
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3. Vinyl: 

• Weather-resistant and low-maintenance, but requires highly skilled labor to 

install. 

• Provides a modern, sleek appearance. 

 

Common Shed Roof Materials 

Lastly, consider the roof of your shed. This is your main protection against the elements, 

and we need it to be reliable to keep your shed dry.  

1. Asphalt Shingles: 

• The most common shed roofing material, with great durability and an easy 

ability to repair. 

• Available in a variety of colors, often an exact match to your house. 

2. Metal Roofing: 

• Very durable and will hold up well over time. 

• More difficult to install, and repairs can be more challenging. 

 

Section 4: Shed Features 
Doors and Windows 

Choose doors and windows that align with your shed's purpose. Double doors facilitate 

easy access for large items, while windows enhance natural light for workshops or 

garden sheds. Take into consideration any shelving you may want to add, as both 

windows and doors will take up wall space. 

Ventilation Options 

Proper ventilation is crucial to prevent condensation and maintain a healthy 

environment inside the shed. Gable vents are the most common ventilation option, 

followed by ridge vents, for improved airflow. 
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Shelving and Lofts 

Most likely, your shed will need some sort of shelving or a loft to store items or to use as 

a workbench. This can be installed at the time of your shed build, or can be added later 

as a great DIY project. 

Ramps 

Depending on the slope of your yard, or if you plan to store a lawn mower inside, a 

ramp may be helpful to get in and out of your shed. 

Lighting 

While you can run electrical power to your shed, that opens a whole can of worms as far 

as electrical codes and such. An easier alternative is to use solar powered lighting. Every 

year the technology in solar power gets better and better, resulting in more powerful 

lighting options at attractive prices. 

 

Section 5: Budgeting 
Setting a Realistic Budget 

Define your budget early in the process. Consider not just the shed's cost but also any 

additional expenses such as site preparation, permits, and optional features. A shed is a 

big investment, but it can also add resale value to your property. 

DIY vs. The Professionals  

Building a shed is not rocket science, there is all kinds of information out there on how 

to do it yourself. But that does not mean it is easy physically, mentally, or logistically 

depending on your situation. We may be biased, but hiring a pro is the way to go when 

getting a shed for a variety of reasons (speed, efficiency, expertise).  
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Section 6: Zoning and Permits 
Checking Local Regulations 

Before making a purchase, research local zoning regulations, permit requirements, or 

HOA restrictions. Ensure your shed complies with these guidelines to avoid any legal 

complications down the road. 

Obtaining Necessary Permits 

If permits are required, obtain them before installation. This ensures a smooth process 

and avoids any potential legal issues down the line. Many people are scared off by this, 

but it’s generally a pretty easy and straight forward process. 

 

Section 7: Finding the Right Builder 
Researching Reputable Shed Builders 

Look for reputable builders with positive customer reviews. Research their track record, 

the materials they use on their sheds, and their customer service to make an informed 

decision. We may be biased again here, but we believe SquareShed is the best company 

to build your shed! 

Read Customer Reviews 

Customer reviews provide valuable insights into the quality and reliability of a shed 

builder. Take the time to read reviews and testimonials from previous buyers. We take a 

lot of pride in all the positive reviews we have at SquareShed!  

 

Section 8: Installation Process 
Preparing Your Property 

Ensure your property is ready for shed installation. Clear the designated area, clean any 

dog waste, and make any necessary preparations outlined by the builder. 

With SquareShed, we take care of all of that for you… except for the dog part! 
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Section 9: Maintenance Tips 
Keeping Your Shed in Top Condition 

Follow a regular maintenance routine to prolong your shed's lifespan. This includes 

inspecting for damage, repainting if necessary, and addressing any wear and tear 

promptly. 

Seasonal Maintenance Checklist 

Create a seasonal maintenance checklist to address specific needs throughout the year. 

Make sure to close up windows when bad weather is in the forecast, and clear anything 

off of the roof after any storms. This ensures your shed remains in optimal condition 

and will keep your items safe and dry. 

 

Conclusion 
Congratulations! You've now navigated through our Ultimate Shed Buying Guide. Armed 

with insights into your needs, shed types, materials, and the purchasing process, you're 

well-prepared to make a confident decision. Remember, a well-chosen shed not only 

meets your current requirements, but becomes a lasting asset for your property. 

If you’re feeling overwhelmed – don’t be! At SquareShed we can help you with any 

questions you may have after reading through this guide. It’s what we’re here for! 

Check out www.squareshed.com or reach out via email at info@squareshed.com. 

We look forward to working with you to make your shed dream a reality! 

SquareShed Team 

http://www.squareshed.com/
mailto:info@squareshed.com

